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" Raising CM Issue i Wasted Eﬁ‘oﬁ

Although the Senate held 2"

‘hours yesterday—something it
tarely does—to debate a
'proposal to enlarge the com-
mittee which deals with the
.Central Intelligence Agency, .
‘the raising of the issue itself
wag a wasted effort.

For, even If the Senate*
hadn’t voted, as it did, to.:
shelve the measure, the
President of the United States -,

"is empowered by constitution- . -

~al precedents to decide to

if any, he wishes to gwa

information concerning_ the ¢ responsible for profecting the -

operations -of any executive :
agency involving national -
" security.

Two subcommxttees—com
posed of - members of the
Armed Services Committee "

and the Appropriations Coms..

mittee—have - been carrying .
on satisfactorily the relations -
between the Senate and the
Central Intelligence Agency.

The Senate, however, IS‘
divided today between those =

government -and will force a’

.session in secret” for several i surrender in Viet Nam.

But even if there were no

“war gomg on, the restrictions |
“on giving information con-
" cerning the Central Intelli-i.

gence Agency are clear-cut,
. This was pointed out by Rear

Adm. William F. Raborn, who -

has just retired as the head of

“the CIA, In an mtcrvxew‘

published this week in.U.S.
“ News & World Report, he
said:

" “The Natxonal Security Actc

"Intelligence exclusxvely

securitv of the sources and.
"methods of the entire intelii-
-~ gence community, I was -
“authorized hy the President . -
:-and . by National ~Security
+ Council directives to discuss -

sguch matters only with the

' special subcommittees: - dess-
. ignated for this purpose, not-
thh any others. -

1 . Q. What is the reason for

“'this limitation?
“A, It is not arbitrary or

who consider themselveg i bureaucratic—we are safe-

authorized not just to ‘‘ad-
-vise' but to make American
foreign policy and those who
‘feel a sense of responsibility

“to the President as the person

charged by the Constitution
“with the conduct of relations:
~with the other governments in .

the world, It was evident from "

the start that the purpose of '
the. move. to . enlarge the
“committee was prlmanly to. "
" get information to use in ways
-which could unwittingly do -,
“damage to American foreign

~relations. Again and again, 'S

"news and radio dispatches in, .
receni weeks from Peking and.:
Moscow have reported how..:
gratlfied  thé " Communists"

“|-were to be able"to publicize

‘the dlssent expregsed in- the i

guarding the lives of trusted’

. agents and our own staff
people all over the world who .

‘contribute to our govern-
ment’s intelligence objectives.

“We owe it to them to take
every precaution to protect,.

them—and we owe it to our |
(government to deny hostile’

intelligence  services  even«
Indirect hints or the slightest -

clues  which —might ~cnable “reason of indiscreet dlSClD-l"

:them fo take steps to blunt .
our inteliigence operations, .-
methods and sources.

“Q. Do you mean it is a-,
. question of security leaks? .

- A, I prefer to say inadver-
~tent disclosure, Tven a profes-
-sional intelligenco officer fhas”
1o be'alert fo draw the line ..
between information which:

Senate as an indication that «helps to evaluatdor authentl—

,this nation ‘is’ not behhtd s, cate ‘8 plece of 'raw intelll- --,

uum

., data would only impair the

gence, and information -which
--might point to the source of
the method we used to obtain §- =~ ¢ .
it. The more people who have § '~ .~ .:
both types of information, the J -
more you multiply the chance
that somebody will overstep { *
that line by accident. s

“Q. How , damaging- can-
such dxsclosures be?

“A, Well, the minute you)
even hint that you have, :
“information the other fellow .
MNhas been trying -to keep Y| .

.secret, it 1s one of the first |-
.prmc1ples of the art that he y

will. do everything possible to |

locate and destroy .your
source, or disrupt your meth-.!
- od of operation. If the opposi-
tion is given any clues to help {
pinpoint - the ~ source, the )f
counterintelligence job Is tha»
much easier,”
.. The meetings between CIA 9'
officials and the existing’
congressional.~  committees
.- which deal with such matters :
“ have been Sitisfactory under'{
both Republitan and Demo- .
cratic Congf‘esses Senators !
-have res?ec ted the impor-
tance protecting  the
source$ and "have recognized
that to use in public speeches’
any information based on CIA

*usefulness of &at organiza-
tion,

" The strangest thing about ,
' the whole episode is that, in’ J ‘
the midst of a war cnsis,
some scnators- should insist |
upon apy move which, by,

‘sures, could damage the
.United States abroad. Unfore
tunatciy (ﬁestxons like these’
‘are not clearly explained to![’
'the voters, or they wouldlf
‘repudiate at the polis those |
/- members ‘of Congress who put’ |
< thelr own q]est for publlcity: ) .
" above. the nterests .of thelr il
country N
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